Your Best Invitation Ever
PARABLES | Luke 14:16-24 | Pastor Jonathan Schaeffer

Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened,
and I will give you rest. Jesus, in Matthew 11:28
Jesus stood and said in a loud voice,
“Let anyone who is thirsty come to me and drink.” Jesus, in John 7:37
Come, all you who are thirsty, come to the waters;
and you who have no money, come…! God, in Isaiah 55:1
The Spirit and the bride say, “Come!” …Let the one who is thirsty come;
and let the one who wishes take the free gift of the water of life.
Jesus, in Revelation 22:17

People who wonder
Human beings are wired to think about the big questions of life.
The Bible tells us that God has “set eternity in the human heart”
(Ecclesiastes 3:11). At some point, we all wonder if there is a bigger
picture and how we fit into it. When we think about our regrets and
failures, we wonder if we will be welcomed home by our Father.

The invitation of Jesus
At a Saturday dinner party, Jesus tells a story that shows the open
invitation he offers to people–then and now. He invites us to follow him.
A certain man was preparing a great banquet and invited many guests.
At the time of the banquet he sent his servant to tell those who had
been invited, ‘Come, for everything is now ready.’ Luke 14:16-17

Differing responses
1. Some decline the invitation of Jesus.
But they all alike began to make excuses. The first said, ‘I have just
bought a field, and I must go and see it. Please excuse me.’ 14:18
Their lives are filled: with jobs, investments, relationships…
It is easier for them to focus on their own pursuits rather than
accepting Jesus’ invitation to trust him and join his family.

The One who is inviting people to join him is disappointed
and angered by those who ignore or reject him.
The servant came back and reported this to his master.
Then the owner of the house became angry. Luke 14:21
2. Some accept the invitation of Jesus.
The Master gives an open invitation to those near and far,
welcoming those who (in that culture) were unlikely guests.
Go out quickly into the streets and alleys of the town and
bring in the poor, the crippled, the blind and the lame. Luke 14:21

The invitation is still open today
It’s not too late to RSVP! Jesus still welcomes those who turn to him,
believing that he is God and trusting him with their lives.
He doesn’t tell you to “Do” or “Go” or “Pay” or “Hope.” That’s religion,
a performance mentality—you try to be good enough for God.
Jesus invites you into a relationship. He says simply, “Come.”
Tell those invited, ‘Come, for everything is now ready.’ Luke 14:17
It’s the invitation that we see over and over throughout the Bible.
All are welcome to come and trust Jesus as their Savior and Lord.

The feast has been spread.
The invitation is free.
And you are invited to come.
Personal Reflection:
➔ If someone asked you, “What kind of value do I have in God’s
eyes?”, how would this parable help you answer their question?
➔ Accepting the invitation starts with a conversation.
Dear God, I’d like a fresh start on life. I don’t want to stay the
same. As much as I know how, I invite you to take leadership of
my life. Thank You for loving me and forgiving me, for sending
your Son, Jesus, to die for my sins and set me free from the fear
of death. Jesus, I want to open up my life to You and get to know
You. I invite You to be the leader of my life from this day forward.
I want to learn to trust You, and for your Spirit to guide and
strengthen me. Thank You for inviting me to come to you. Amen.

Top 5

Things to Know This Week

Women’s Fall Retreat
Dare to Dream September 30 - October 1
Be inspired to pursue your God-given dreams!
Today is the last chance to register for our fall retreat!
The event will be at the Hilton DoubleTree in Crocker
Park, and includes an overnight option.
gracecma.org/events

Support for Your Job Search
What if you had a whole community of people helping
you prepare for your next professional opportunity,
praying for your interviews? Join Job Seekers
online this Monday at 7 PM.
gracecma.org/events

Serve: Lead Alpha
Alpha is coming to Lorain Campus! If you're interested
in helping guys discuss the topics of each week's big
question, praying for and encouraging them as they
learn, apply to join the team! Training Day Sept. 22.
gracecma.org/alpha

Worship Auditions for Grace en Español
Lead worship for this campus!
If you’re a musician or vocalist passionate about
leading people in worship in Spanish, please email
Lauren.Evans@gracecma.org to schedule an audition.
gracecma.org/worship

Serve: Upward Basketball + Cheer
Share your love for sports with kids this Jan - March.
The volunteer team has positions available for
referees, coaches, scorekeepers, and more!
Player registration is open through Nov. 3.
gracecma.org/upward
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