The Weight of Unforgiveness
PARABLES | Matthew 18:18-35 | Pastor Joel Bubna

Shouldn’t you have mercy on your fellow servant,
just as I had mercy on you?
Matthew 18:33 (NLT)

The gospel is preached most eloquently when we forgive.
It takes a lifetime to learn forgiveness.
First we have to learn how to receive it, and then how to extend it.
The good thing: Most people believe in forgiveness.
The problem: Most people just don’t practice it.
●
●

The crushing weight of unforgiveness
The road to forgiveness

“To be a Christian means to forgive the inexcusable
because God has forgiven the inexcusable in you.”

– C.S. Lewis

Why We Forgive Matthew 18
This parable is intended to be infuriating.
The King = God
He has forgiven us a debt of unbelievable weight. .
The indebted servant who could not pay = me.
Because forgiveness is free, we often forget how much it cost.
●
●

Forgiveness is not optional for the follower of Jesus.
Your ability to forgive is limited by your understanding
of how much you’ve been forgiven.

When you choose not to forgive, you put yourself in prison,
and the only person who has a key to get out is you!

The Freedom of Forgiveness
Forgiveness is not…
X Approving wrong-doing
X Excusing wrong-doing
X Denying the hurt
X Letting others walk all over you
X Going on a vacation with the
person who hurt you

1.

Forgiveness is…

✓ Releasing others from
their wrongs against you
✓ Taking offenses off your
internal playlist
✓ An event and a process

Choose to forgive. Keep choosing it.
When you pray: “thy will be done” – this is His will.
When you forgive, you’re participating in the answer
to this prayer.

2. Grieve the wrong.
Acknowledge the pain, express pain, express anger,
feel the hurt. Be truthful with yourself about what hurts,
and then commit it to God. Grieving takes what is on the
inside and brings it into the light.
3. Allow God to do his reshaping work.
Only he can change your way of thinking about the person,
and change your heart. Stop talking about what they did.
Pray for them and seek their good.
Jesus reminds us to have a right view of ourselves.
You need forgiveness too.
●
●
●

You made promises you did not keep.
You started projects you did not finish.
You let people down.

“Without forgiveness there is no future.”
– Bishop Desmund Tutu

Personal Reflection
➔ When did you experience the soul-healing of forgiveness?
➔ Invite the Holy Spirit to bring to mind anyone you need to forgive.

Top 5

| Things to Know This Week

What Makes Sharing Your Faith Scary?
Share your thoughts in a quick poll today to help us
build our next workshop on the topic.

bit.ly/sharefaithclass

Alpha
Ask all your questions in a relaxed setting!
You’ll get to know others as you get familiar with
how Christianity answers some of life’s biggest
questions, like, “Why am I here?”

gracecma.org/alpha

Grace Family Picnic + Baptisms
Enjoy time by the lake with your church fam!
Lawn games and swimming in the afternoon,
worship and baptisms in the evening. Bring a picnic
lunch or register for grilled food online ($5/person).

gracecma.org/event/picnic22
gracecma.org/baptisms

Small Group Leader Workshop
Setting up a space where community can take
shape is easier than you think!
If you want to explore the possibility of leading a
small group, or need a refresher on tips and
techniques, this workshop is offered on two dates.

gracecma.org/events

Serve: Rally CLE
Last year, we worked on a garden in the middle of
the city with Clark-Fulton resident, JP. We’ll be
working in BarrioBoy Community Garden again this
September, putting together a pergola and
celebrating the one-year anniversary ofJP’s dreams
for neighborhood enrichment in this space.
Come build with us! gracecma.org/cle
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