Getting Ready to Wait
PARABLES | Matthew 25:1-13 | Pastor Joel Bubna

At midnight they were roused by the shout,
“Look, the bridegroom is coming!
Come out and meet him!”
Matthew 25:6 (NLT)

We live in a culture opposed to waiting.
Matthew’s perspective: He was standing on the hillside,
a witness to Jesus disappearing into the clouds.
Afterward, he stood there, waiting.
The angel’s message: Go, preach the Kingdom,
Jesus will return in the opposite direction than you saw today.
One of the realities of the kingdom is learning to wait well.
What do we need to be able to wait well?

A Clear Vision of the Bridegroom
The clear vision of God enables us to wait well.
“What comes into our minds when we think
about God is the most important thing about us.”
– A.W. Tozer
The metaphor Jesus chose for himself: I am the bridegroom.

Get Ready. to be pursued, won over, and rejoiced over,
celebrated by the Lord of the universe.
Other religions talk about: obedience, submission, and law keeping.
Jesus invites us to intimacy, love, and affection.
“Lord if you leave what will we do? How will we find you?”
– Thomas
“If I go I will come again to receive you – so that
where I am there you may be also.” – Jesus, in John 14:3

A Clear Vision of the Future
The point of the story: the King is coming.
God has been weaving this plan since the garden of Eden.
This will be the final chapter of this part of the story.
The return of Jesus: 300 mentions in the New Testament
When or how? No one knows. Matthew 24:3, 30-42
What we do know about the Day of the Lord:
• Jesus will return to receive his own.
• He will establish a new heaven and a new earth.

Ready and Waiting
Midnight is a time of surprise. God is waiting, too.
His kingdom is here now, and he wants to be with us.
The good news of the kingdom:
● Jesus came
● He lived among us
● He died
● He rose from the dead
● He made a way for us to live in his kingdom
● He sent the Holy Spirit to live in us – to be with us
● He went ahead of us to prepare a place

Actively Waiting means living in relationship with Jesus now.
Being ready is cultivating relationship with the king.
The image of readiness is oil. It’s a symbol of the presence of God.
Waiting is part of the journey. This is where we learn to be with
Him. You can pursue the Kingdom of God wholeheartedly even
while you wait.

Personal Reflection
➔ What are you waiting for?
➔ What has waiting taught you about the presence of God?

Top 5

| Things to Know This Week

Homeless Care Kits
Pack + Learn Tonight 7 PM @MH Campus!
Help assemble Care Kits, learn about Cleveland’s
homeless population, and prepare to encourage
someone going through a season of homelessness.

gracecma.org/care-kits

What Makes Sharing Your Faith Scary?
Share your thoughts in a quick poll today:

bit.ly/sharefaithclass

Stuff the Bus
Donate items in the lobby box @ MH Campus
through August 5. Did you know teachers often
provide for students who need essential school
supplies out of their own income? Bless teachers
this fall by filling the bus with needed supplies.

gracecma.org/bulletin

Serve: Worship + Production Teams
Worship Auditions Aug.16 If you’re a gifted musician
with a heart to lead worship, please reach out! If your
gifting lies more in tech or media, ask about training
on our Sunday Production team 1x/month.

gracecma.org/worship

Grace Family Picnic + Baptisms
Enjoy time by the lake with your church fam!
Lawn games and swimming in the afternoon,
worship and baptisms in the evening. Bring a picnic
lunch or register for grilled food online ($5/person).

gracecma.org/event/picnic22
gracecma.org/baptisms

Welcome to GRACE
July 31, 2022
Read more: gracecma.org/bulletin

