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So now we can rejoice in our wonderful new
relationship with God because our Lord Jesus Christ

has made us friends of God.
ROMANS 5:11

Before I’m Justified…
➔ I am more sinful and flawed than I could ever imagine.

We have made the charge that Jews and Gentiles alike
are all under the power of sin. As the Scriptures say,
‘No one is good—not even one.’ ROMANS 3:9-10

After I’m Justified…
➔ My Past is fully forgiven because of Christ’s death.

Therefore, since we have been made right in God’s sight
by faith, we have peace with God because of what Jesus
Christ our Lord has done. ROMANS 5:1

BEFORE We were utterly helpless… ROMANS 5:6; 3:17
AFTER Our most important relationship is now at peace.
God showed his great love for us by sending Christ
to die for us while we were still sinners.” ROMANS 5:6-8

➔ My Present is joyfully lived because of Christ’s life in me.
Christ has brought us into this place of undeserved
privilege where we now stand… ROMANS 5:2-5

BEFORE I lived for self, without purpose, isolated from God.
AFTER My life is now lived with Jesus, with meaning and love.

We can rejoice, too, when we run into problems and trials,
for we know that they help us. ROMANS 5:3

Christians are not in denial about problems and trials, but
we believe that God is able to redeem all of our suffering.

Endurance > strength of character > confident hope. 5:4

➔ My Future is eagerly awaited because of Christ’s return.
…we confidently and joyfully look forward

to sharing God’s glory. ROMANS 5:2
…we know how dearly God loves us. ROMANS 5:5; 8:35,38-39

BEFORE Without Christ, we fear “eternal punishment.” 5:9-10
AFTER What was lost in Eden will be restored. 3:23; 5:2
The word “hope” in English is weak compared to what Paul
has in mind.  In Greek usage (elpis), “hope” means a
confident certainty, a conviction something will happen.

The Attraction of Joy
Joy is the great marker of the justified person.
It is unique to Christianity, because it does not depend
on your circumstances or your performance. – TIM KELLER

This kind of joy can actually increase in hard times. When we
experience loss, we're reminded of the eternal treasures we
possess in Christ. This life is just an appetizer for an amazing
and eternal future with the Lord.

We confidently and joyfully look forward… ROMANS 5:2
We can rejoice, too, when we run into problems… 5:3
We can rejoice in our wonderful new relationship… 5:11

MAKE IT PERSONAL
● What part of your new identity in Christ are you feeling

most grateful for today?
● What verse in Romans 5:1-11 do you want to memorize this

week as a reminder of who you are because of Jesus?

Where we are in ROMANS
SIN: A friendship shattered (ROMANS 1-3:20)

>SALVATION: A friendship restored (ROMANS 3:21-5)
3:1-31 Our response to a life-saving rescue
4:1-25 The only way to be right with God
5:1-11 How our new identity leads to a joy-filled life

SANCTIFICATION: A life filled with God (ROMANS 6-8)
SOVEREIGNTY: God’s plan for Israel (ROMANS 9-11)
SERVICE: Friendship with God & others (ROMANS 12-16)


