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Hi friend--

Welcome to the most unusual 
April we’ve ever had!  Those 
with kids are all home-schooling, 
people are learning all about 
WFH (work from home), Zoom 
has become part of everyday 
language...we could say lots 
more.  Most of all, my prayer is 
that we’ll all look back on this 
season as a time of significant 
growth in our personal lives.  

Mary and I share in this 
brief video message about a 
few things we’re doing to stay 
emotionally and physically 
healthy, as well as a way we’d 
love for you to participate 
creatively in our Easter services.   

Last week we talked about 
finances at Grace, and I’m 
grateful to say that our church 
family is responding generously 
once again.  With significant 
budget cuts, our giving as 
a church family covered the 
expenses for March.
We’re so thankful!

The homepage of 
our website remains the place
to visit for online worship 
services, requests for help,
or to volunteer in serving.
Our staff team is responding 
to emails and phone calls; feel 
free to be in touch. We’ve been 
moved by the hundreds of 
phone calls people are making to 
check in and pray with people, gracecma.org

the creative ways they’re blessing 
neighbors, and the kindness being 
shown to medical personnel.
I’ll share a few examples in my 
message this Sunday.

There are two invitations in our video 
greetings to you today:  a picture of 
you holding a Before & After sign for 
Easter, and pics of an online small 
group.  You can send either/both of 
those to comm@gracecma.org.

Grateful for you, and love from the 
Schaeffer home to yours!

Pastor Jonathan Schaeffer
Senior Pastor, Grace Church
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STAY
CONNECTED

SUNDAY SERVICES
@ 9, 10:30, Noon, 6 PM
at live.gracecma.org
or our Facebook page!

GRACE 
KIDS

GRACE 
MEN

GRACE 
WOMEN

GRACE 
STUDENTS

GRACE 
YOUNG 
ADULTS

@gracecmachurch WEEKLY LIVESTREAM
EVENTS
Monday Night Prayer
@ 7 PM
Wednesday Night Worship 
@ 7 PM
Friday Night Bible Class
@ 7 PM

GRACE 
ADULTS

50+

FIND GROUPS

Thanks for giving!
We believe that giving is part of our worship.
When tithing is a part of our lifestyle, we’re saying that God
is the owner of everything, we just get to manage the resources
He entrusted to us for this lifetime.
Tithing says, “I trust that God is capable of doing more
with His 10% than I could ever plan for with my 90%.”

To set up giving via text, text any amount to 84321.
To give on our website, visit: gracecma.org/give gracecma.org

https://www.facebook.com/GraceCMAChurch/
https://twitter.com/gracecmachurch
https://www.instagram.com/gracecmachurch/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/gracecmakids/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/gracecmamen/?source_id=214491185252731
https://www.facebook.com/groups/gracecmawomen/?source_id=214491185252731
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgc61r-J2xzWrqFTqviTVUA
https://www.facebook.com/groups/graceyadults
https://gracecma.org/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/graceadults50/?source_id=214491185252731
https://gracecma.churchcenter.com/giving
https://www.youtube.com/gracecmachurch
https://gracecma.org/


SHARE A
NEED

Is there a need that we can help you with?
These are trying times, and we want you to know
that you’re not alone. If you are in need of prayer,
have a spiritual question you’d like answered,
or would like to request help, we’d love
to know about that! We’re here for you.
Share a need: gracecma.org/request-help

Looking for ways to respond to the needs
of our community during this crisis?
A team of people at Grace have formed a couple
of groups that will help serve the needs of our
local community. Join us to deliver groceries, prepare meals,
purchase food for local food pantries, or to check up
on those most vulnerable during this time.
Sign up for a serve group: gracecma.org/serve

There are both individuals and families
in our congregation that could use our help
with food and supply delivery.
We have a serve team in place just for this! If you are willing
to deliver groceries or supplies to those in the Grace Church
family who are not able to do this themselves,
we’d love to have you join this team.
Get signed up, and we will be in contact with you from there!
Thank you for being the hands and feet of Jesus
by meeting the needs of those around us.
Join the team: bit.ly/congregationalneeds

If you or someone you 
know is experiencing 
domestic violence,
contact the National 
Domestic Violence Hotline: 
1-800-799-7233.
If you’re unable to speak 
safely, visit thehotline.org
or text LOVEIS to 22522.

https://gracecma.org/request-help/
https://gracecma.org/request-help/
http://gracecma.org/serve
https://gracecma.churchcenter.com/people/forms/117751
http://thehotline.org
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4 / 6 PM
8 / 10 PM

HOLY WEEK WITH
THE ALLIANCE
We have an opportunity during these unprecedented times
to come together as an Alliance family during Holy Week. Join President John Stumbo,
The Christian & Missionary Alliance leadership, and our Grace Church worship team
for times of prayer, worship, and seeking the Lord together.

APR
09

12 / 1 PM
2 / 3 PM

https://www.facebook.com/events/2681213338775599/
https://www.facebook.com/events/221349319216448/


 

Loving people like your Father loves them 
Going after the Great Reward offered by Jesus   

April 5, 2020      Pastor Jonathan Schaeffer      Luke 6:27-42 
 
What if, for one day this week, Jesus were to become you?  How 
would he respond to the people you’ll interact with today, especially 
the ones you find more difficult?  How would he see them differently 
than you do?  Here’s how he wants to treat them…through you. 
 
1.  You do undeserved acts of                 .  LUKE 6:27; ROMANS 12:20 

You don’t have to feel like you love the person—instead, you 
love out of                             to Christ, who told his followers: 

  “This is my command: Love each other.”  JOHN 15:17 
  

2.  You speak undeserved              of blessing.  LUKE 6:28; MT. 5:44 
  “A                    answer turns away wrath…”  PROVERBS 15:1 
  Blessing a person helps me to affirm that they are of great 
  .               , created in the very                    of              . 
  

3.  You offer undeserved                    of request.  LUKE 6:28  
  Love “always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always 
  perseveres.  Love never fails.”  1 CORINTHIANS 13:7 
  

4.  You give undeserved gifts.  LUKE 6:29-30,35,38 
  In all of these, there’s the obvious wise                   of Scripture. 
  JOHN 18:22-23; ACTS 16:35-40; GALATIANS 6:5; 1 TIMOTHY 1:20   
  

●  In summary, you follow the                           :  
    “Do to others as you would have them do to you.” LUKE 6:31 
  

The Rewards of loving like Jesus  
 

❏ Your love for people—even when they don’t deserve it— 
highlights the difference Christ can make in a life.  “The fruit 
of the Spirit is          .” LUKE 6:32-34; MATT. 5:16; GALATIANS 5:22 

 

❏ You have joy knowing that the character & image of God is 
being more perfectly formed in you.  LUKE 6:35-36; EPH. 5:1-2 

Putting God’s kind of love into practice in my own life: 
● The Holy Spirit wants to help you love like Jesus loves.   

Pause now and ask Him to show Christ’s love through you. 
 

● For the Holy Spirit to work powerfully in your life, you’ll want 
to be right with God.  Is there any area where you want to ask 
for his free forgiveness right now? 
 

● Think of a person you’ve found hard to love. If you really loved 
them, what would that look like?  Write out 3 practical ways 
you could take a step forward in following the way of Jesus. 

  1.____________________________________________ 

  2.____________________________________________ 

  3.____________________________________________ 
 

● Write this person’s name in a place where you’ll see it often 
and remember to pray for them. 
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Small Group-Study 
Sermon Follow-up 

 

You’re not alone! Share a photo or video of everyone who is doing 
church in your home today, or being the church this week: 

#graceatmyplace #churcheverywhere 
facebook.com/gracecmachurch  
Instagram.com/gracecmachurch 

  

❏ Ice Breaker: In the last couple of weeks, what have you found 
that you love more than you knew you did? (e.g. hugs) 
 

❏ Group Objective: Jesus commands us to love one another, 
even when they don’t deserve it. And as we do, our reward 
will be great as we become more and more like Him. 
 

❏ How to Use: Follow-up for personal use or for your small 
group’s discussion. Small group leaders generally choose the 
questions they feel are most applicable for their group. Not all 
questions may be covered in the allotted time. Enjoy! 

 

REVIEW & WARM-UP 
[   ] 1. Thinking back on your notes from the week’s sermon, what 
was something that: you heard for the first time, caught your 
attention, or challenged you?  
  

Read Luke 6:27-31 
[   ] 2. What surprising command does Jesus give in verse 27 to 
those who are listening? 

● Why do you think he mentions that he is speaking to those 
who are listening? 

● Have you ever heard what God is saying to you without 
really listening? 
 

[   ] 3. The Golden Rule is found in verse 31. What are some ways 
we try to rewrite this rule to make it seem more fair? 

● Do we truly want to be treated fairly, or is this often a one 
way street? 

● Has Jesus treated us with fairness or righteousness? How are 
they different? (Romans 5:6-8, 1 Peter 3:18) 

 

LIFE APPLICATION 
[Smaller Groups]  
Read Luke 6:32-36 
[   ] 4. How do these verses show that Jesus is calling his followers 
to a higher standard than those who do not know him? 

● How have you seen the truth of “even sinners do that”?  
● How have you been an example of “even sinners do that”? 
● What would it look like if the church really loved in this 

radical way? 
● How could your small group help encourage you this week to 

put this lesson into practice?  
 
[   ] 5. Looking at the following verses, God seems to be asking the 
impossible of his selfish, sinful, imperfect, broken followers. 
                 •  Luke 6:36                  •  Ephesians 5:1-2  
                 •  Colossians 3:13       •  1 Peter 1:16   
 

● Do you think God would call us to these things to fail? 
● How, then, are we supposed to strive for Christ-likeness?  
● In what ways can we apply Galatians 5:16-17, 22-25 to our 

struggle to love others when we don’t want to? 
  

GOING DEEPER 
[   ] 6. Read Luke 6:27 again.  Why does Jesus tell us “love your 
enemies” and also say “do good to those who hate you”? Are these 
two different commands?  Why or why not? 

● How does 1 Corinthians 13 imply that love is active? 
● Can we love our enemies with our heart only, and not follow 

that love with action? 
● Have you taken the easy way out and said you loved 

someone who did not deserve it, but never followed that 
with acts of kindness, words of blessing, sincere prayers, and 
generous giving? 

● How might you use 1 Corinthians 13:4-8a to reflect on the 
sincerity of your obedience to the command of Jesus to love 
your enemies, and do good to those who hate you? 
 

TAKE ACTION STEPS 
One way you can love others well is by linking arms with them during 
seasons of difficulty. Do you know 3-6 people you can encourage 
during this time?  Checkout eGroups:   https://gracecma.org/serve/ 
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