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Note from Pastor Jonathan m
3/22/2020

Hi church family!
We are praying for you these days and trusting Jesus with you. In these difficult
times I’m so grateful that we can know and trust him together!  
Here’s a video message from Mary and me. We miss you! A few highlights:
• If you go to the Grace website, you’ll see details for the items listed below.
• There are new eGroups forming this week, small groups that gather virtually
through social media or an online video platform. They gather once or twice a
week to pray together, discuss the weekly sermon, and encourage one another.
If you’re not in a small group, we’d love to have you join one of those.
• We are adding new livestream services for the next 4 weeks; here’s the
weekly schedule:
1. Sunday worship services at 9, 10:30, Noon, 6 PM (invite a friend! We had
thousands of viewers last week)
2. Monday prayer gathering at 7pm (access this week’s gathering
at live.gracecma.org; you’ll be encouraged!)
3. Wednesday worship & teaching at 7pm (similar to our Sunday
morning services)
4. Friday Bible teaching at 7pm (with gifted communicator
Tom Sefik, our Marriage & Family pastor)
• There are ways to help in this crisis, discipleship resources for families,
and more. And, if we can be of help to you in some way, you can simply
respond to this email.
• Our worship teams are doing a simple recording of a worship song each week
for our congregation. Soak in truth about Jesus and hear some familiar voices.
Here’s the song for this week.
I love that we’re able to use technology for worship and Bible teaching during this
time! This is just one of many notes we’ve received:
“I totally enjoyed, and yes learned from watching the service on Sunday, and
the Woman’s Ministry chat yesterday (I even forwarded this to a few of my
friends). Am definitely looking forward to the Prayer Service tonight. Thanks for
all your efforts to keep us connected while we are temporarily on ‘vacation’ from
the building. Although I am not techy, even I can click on the right links to be able
to watch. :-) Thanks for being the best church in the world.

STAY

CONNECTED
@gracecmachurch

WEEKLY LIVESTREAM
EVENTS
Monday Prayer
Nights @ 7 PM
Wednesday Night
Worship @ 7 PM
Friday Night Bible Study
with Pastor Tom Sefik
@ 7 PM

SUNDAY SERVICES
@ 9, 10:30, Noon, 6 PM
at live.gracecma.org
or our Facebook page!
FIND GROUPS
Many small groups, classes,
and ministries have formed groups
on Facebook YouTube Live!
Others are planning video
meetings and video updates
via email.
Find a Facebook group:
GRACE
KIDS

GRACE
STUDENTS

GRACE
YOUNG
ADULTS

GRACE
MEN

GRACE
WOMEN

Mary and I invite you to join us and others in a time of fasting, one of the ways
Jesus invites us to increase our effectiveness in prayer (Matthew 6:17-18; Acts
13:2; 14:23). Now through Easter Sunday, April 12, some will fast one meal a day
or one a week, or from dessert; some might choose to fast from watching more
than 30 minutes of news on tv/internet, some from screen time a day/week or
more. How do you think Jesus might be calling you to bring greater focus to
your time with him in this national crisis?  
I’m grateful to be following him with you. Love from the Schaeffer home,
Pastor Jonathan Schaeffer
Senior Pastor, Grace Church
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WAYS TO

GIVE

Bring the whole tithe
into the storehouse,
that there may be food
in my house. “Test me in this,”
says the Lord Almighty,
“and see if I will not throw
open the floodgates of heaven
and pour out so much blessing
that there will not be room
enough to store it.”

WAYS TO

SERVE

MALACHI 3:10

During this time, we are looking
for ways to reduce our church
expenses in every way possible,
and many staff members are taking
reduction in pay or a hiatus from
their employment. The part you can
play is by giving. We have a secure
online giving platform that allows
you to give even when we are not
physically meeting. We want to be
those who worship God in every
area of our lives, even in our giving.
In this time, may we trust that
God is who He says He is: Jehovah
Jireh, the Lord will provide.
To give visit: gracecma.org/give

Tithing Is More Than Giving
The word “tithe” literally means
tenth or 10%. Tithing, or giving ten
percent of your income, isn’t merely
giving something to God.
It’s giving back what was His from
the start. All that we have, or hope
to have, comes from him. The Bible
says that tithing is a reminder that
God is the supplier of everything.
It teaches us to always put God first
in our lives.
If you haven’t started tithing yet, we
challenge you to test it out.
Try a 90-Day Tithing Experiment.
For 3 months, test the Lord.
The Bible tells us we can do this!
(Mal. 3:10-12) If you have questions
about different giving methods,
or advice for your tithing journey
with Jesus, email:
john.guenther@gracecma.org.

Looking for ways to respond to the needs
of our community during this crisis?

A team of people at Grace have formed a couple of groups that will help serve the
needs of our local community. Join us to deliver groceries, prepare meals, purchase
food for local food pantries, or to check up
on those most vulnerable during this time.
Sign up for a serve group: gracecma.org/serve

Grace Olmsted Falls is also collecting food items for the Olmsted Falls Food Pantry.
You can drop off food items to Grace Olmsted Falls
Monday through Thursday 9 AM-Noon or by appointment.
To make an appointment, call (440) 427-4635

The Cleveland Clinic is facing a severe shortage of blood across
the country. Blood drives are currently being set up throughout
the community. If you are feeling well and are willing, please consider donating.
Before donating, please review the American Red Cross guidelines: redcrossblood.org.

How can we help?
Is there a need that we can help you with?
Let us know: grace@gracecma.org
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We are facing a crisis unlike what many of us have ever known.
We are facing a crisis unlike what many of us have ever known.
You might hear people ask, “How can God–if he exists–allow this
You might hear people ask, “How can God–if he exists–allow this
kind of suffering in our world?” How would you respond?
kind of suffering in our world?” How would you respond?

●

Five perspectives
Five perspectives

1. The Atheist: Because evil exists, God cannot.
1. The Atheist: Because evil exists, God cannot.
“Human life is nothing more than a way for selfish genes
“Human life is nothing more than a way for selfish genes
to multiply and reproduce.” R
 ichard Dawkins, Oxford Professor
to multiply and reproduce.” R
 ichard Dawkins, Oxford Professor
2. The Philosopher: God is unable to prevent pain.
2. The Philosopher: God is unable to prevent pain.
“God can be good, or he can be powerful, but he can’t be both.”
“God can be good, or he can be powerful, but he can’t be both.”
3. The Religious Fringe: Pain is really just an illusion.
3. The Religious Fringe: Pain is really just an illusion.
Example: Christian Scientists reject the reality of the physical.
Example: Christian Scientists reject the reality of the physical.
4. The Legalist: People bring pain on themselves.
4. The Legalist: People bring pain on themselves.
Job’s friends believed this: all suffering is a consequence of sin.
Job’s friends believed this: all suffering is a consequence of sin.
5. The Christian: We live in a broken world … for now!
5. The Christian: We live in a broken world … for now!
In the Garden of Eden, people chose to do life their way instead
In the Garden of Eden, people chose to do life their way instead
of God’s way. Sin entered the world in what is called “the Fall,”
of God’s way. Sin entered the world in what is called “the Fall,”
and God’s grand design—his perfect world—was tarnished by
and God’s grand design—his perfect world—was tarnished by
human sin. Pain was injected into our world like an infection.
human sin. Pain was injected into our world like an infection.
Today, we trust the wisdom and sovereignty of a loving God.
Today, we trust the wisdom and sovereignty of a loving God.
The story he is writing has a great ending!
The story he is writing has a great ending!

My role when hard times come
My role when hard times come
●

● Be patient: trust God to write the last chapter.
Be patient: trust God to write the last chapter.
Be patient, then, brothers and sisters, until the Lord’s coming.
Be patient, then, brothers and sisters, until the Lord’s coming.
See how the farmer waits for the land to yield its valuable
See how the farmer waits for the land to yield its valuable
crop, patiently waiting for the autumn and spring rains.
crop, patiently waiting for the autumn and spring rains.
You too, be patient… J AMES 5:7-8
You too, be patient… J AMES 5:7-8

It is impossible to please God without faith. Anyone who
It is impossible to please God without faith. Anyone who
wants to come to him must believe that there is a God and
wants to come to him must believe that there is a God and
that he rewards those who sincerely seek him. H
 EBREWS 11:6
that he rewards those who sincerely seek him. H
 EBREWS 11:6
Faith = trusting in advance what may only make sense in
Faith = trusting in advance what may only make sense in
reverse. I can trust God that my story is still being written.
reverse. I can trust God that my story is still being written.
● Stand firm: “strengthen your heart” by the example of others.
Stand firm: “strengthen your heart” by the example of others.
“…stand firm, because the Lord’s coming is near.” J AMES 5:8
“…stand firm, because the Lord’s coming is near.” J AMES 5:8
❏ The Case for Faith by Lee Strobel (esp. chapter 1)
❏ The Case for Faith by Lee Strobel (esp. chapter 1)
❏ Confronting Christianity by Rebecca McLaughlin
❏ Confronting Christianity by Rebecca McLaughlin
❏ If God is Good by Randy Alcorn
❏ If God is Good by Randy Alcorn
❏ Has Christianity Failed You? by Ravi Zacharias
❏ Has Christianity Failed You? by Ravi Zacharias

God’s role when hard times come
God’s role when hard times come
●

●

● His activity: He’s the only One able to turn evil into good.
His activity: He’s the only One able to turn evil into good.
Job is an example of a man who endured patiently.
Job is an example of a man who endured patiently.
From his experience we see how the Lord’s plan finally
From his experience we see how the Lord’s plan finally
ended in good. J AMES 5:11
ended in good. J AMES 5:11
“God turned into good what you meant for evil. He brought
“God turned into good what you meant for evil. He brought
me to the high position I have today so I could save the lives of
me to the high position I have today so I could save the lives of
many people.” G
 ENESIS 50:20; JOB 42:12,16; 2 COR. 4:17-18
many people.” G
 ENESIS 50:20; JOB 42:12,16; 2 COR. 4:17-18
“Criticizing God for not fixing things right now
“Criticizing God for not fixing things right now
is like reading half a novel and criticizing the author
is like reading half a novel and criticizing the author
for not resolving the plot.” —Peter Kreeft
for not resolving the plot.” —Peter Kreeft
● His character: He cares for me more than I can comprehend.
His character: He cares for me more than I can comprehend.
The Lord is full of compassion and mercy. J AMES 5:11
The Lord is full of compassion and mercy. J AMES 5:11
Injustice and heartache cause us to ask, “How can God bear
Injustice and heartache cause us to ask, “How can God bear
all this suffering?” The answer is, He did.
all this suffering?” The answer is, He did.
When there appears to be no other evidence of God’s love
When there appears to be no other evidence of God’s love
and initiative, I can never escape the evidence of the cross.
and initiative, I can never escape the evidence of the cross.
He is tender. He is powerful. He is coming again!
He is tender. He is powerful. He is coming again!
Dig deeper into the truths from today’s message! Use this
Dig deeper into the truths from today’s message! Use this
week’s study guide to grow with your family, your small group,
week’s study guide to grow with your family, your small group,
or in your personal devotions. Call up a friend and do it together!
or in your personal devotions. Call up a friend and do it together!
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[Smaller Groups]
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