
Small Group
LEADER GUIDE



Dear Friend,

A Small Group is an intentional, regular gathering of individuals 
who commit to be part of one another’s lives by consistently 
fellowshipping, studying the Bible, and serving together. 

Behind the scenes, group leaders are investing time to applying 
God’s word to their own heart, praying for each group member, 
and seeking to cultivate a healthy community within their group.

In this leadership guide, you’ll find practical encouragement 
for how to follow Jesus’ example: living, training, shepherding, 
and leading your small group. The contents of this book were 
carefully assembled by ministry leaders at Grace Church who 
have specialized experience in the topic they’ve covered.

Make this guide your own! Jot down thoughts that come up
during training, questions you’d like to bounce off another
group leader, or ideas that come to your mind that you 
want to keep in mind for your future small group.

We’re here for you! 
Please reach out with any questions, and let us know
how God is at work in your small group!

Lumar Vargas - Small Group Ministry Director
lumar.vargas@gracecma.org
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MISSION + VALUES
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SMALL GROUP MISSION
A Small Group is an intentional, regular gathering of individuals 

who commit to be part of one another’s lives by consistently 
fellowshipping, studying the Bible, and serving together. 

Our Mission encourages individuals to actively and engagingly 
be purposeful about their calling through:  

1. Fellowship: Experience life with others. 
2. Bible Study: Grow deeper in faith and in knowledge of the Word of God.
3. Service: Encourage others and bear one another’s burdens. 
4. Discipleship: Become disciples who makes disciples. 

VALUES FOR LEADERS
CHARACTER - LIVE LIKE JESUS  
We want leaders to use best practices and strategies that model 
the heart of Christ. Be devoted to one another in love. 
Honor one another above yourselves. ROMANS 12:10 (NIV)

CONTENT - TRAIN LIKE JESUS 
We want leaders to grow in their knowledge of the Word and use the
sermon-based content to its fullest potential.  As iron sharpens iron, s
o one person sharpens another. PROVERBS 27:17 (NIV)

CARE - SHEPHERD LIKE JESUS
We want leaders to shepherd others well and be proactive about 
situations they may face. Carry each other’s burdens, and in this way
 you will fulfill the law of Christ. GALATIANS 6:2 (NIV)

CRAFT - LEAD LIKE JESUS
We want leaders to continuously develop themselves and 
those entrusted to them. Therefore go and make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything 
I have commanded you. MATTHEW 28:19-20 (NIV) 

MISSION + VALUES
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Be devoted to one another in love. 
Honor one another above yourselves.

ROMANS 12:10 (NIV)

Q+A  GUIDING QUESTIONS  

1.  What have you learned about others as you’ve led a group?

2.  In what ways have you grown spiritually in your group?

3.  What’s something you’ve learned to do differently while leading?

4.  What’s one thing you believe every group leader should do?

5. How has your character been transformed since leading a group?

CHARACTER
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As iron sharpens iron, so one person sharpens another.

PROVERBS 27:17 (NIV)

Be a BEREAN: Group-Study Preparation Method 

This is a preparation technique for you to seek God through His Word, 
to allow the Holy Spirit to speak to you, and to tweak the group-study 
to fit your needs.

Be in the Word.

Excavate all the treasures God has 
  (for you personally and for the group).

Read through all the material.

Explore the intersections.

Apply the most appropriate parts.

Now, having done all, stand.

Excavation Questions:
1. What are you hearing about who God is? 
2. What promises of God can be found in these Scripture verses?
3. What do we know, based on this message,  
     about our identity in Christ?
4. How is this message applicable to your current season of life? 
5. What action(s) are you feeling the Spirit spur you on toward  
    as a result of this message? Is there an area of confession and/or 
    forgiveness or a verse to memorize to renew your mind?

CONTENT
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Carry each other’s burdens, and in this way 
you will fulfill the law of Christ.

GALATIANS 6:2 (NIV)

People need people.
People glorify God and achieve their highest potential 
when they do life together. 

People need shepherding.
Everyone needs the help of others to experience maximum health 
and effectiveness in every area of life.

People need affirmation.
Effective leaders understand the value of acknowledging the positive 
qualities, words and actions of others.

People need guidance.
Effective leaders understand the potential problems that threaten the 
health and unity of a group and are able to resolve them.

CARE
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Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them 
in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 
and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. 

MATTHEW 28:19-20 (NIV)

CRAFT

THE SPRIT-LED LEADER 
Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit.
GALATIANS 5:25 (NIV)

THE DISCIPLINED LEADER
Do you not know that in a race all the runners run, 
but only one gets the prize? Run in such a way 
as to get the prize. Everyone who competes in the games 
goes into strict training. They do it to get a crown that will not last, 
but we do it to get a crown that will last forever. 
Therefore I do not run like someone running aimlessly; 
I do not fight like a boxer beating the air. 
No, I strike a blow to my body and make it my slave 
so that after I have preached to others, 
I myself will not be disqualified for the prize. 
I CORINTHIANS 9:24-27 (NIV)

THE MULTIPLYING LEADER
When he saw the crowds, he had compassion on them, 
because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep 
without a shepherd. Then he said to his disciples, 
“The harvest is plentiful but the workers are few. 
Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers
into his harvest field.” MATTHEW 9:36-38 (NIV)

THE CULTURE-SHAPING LEADER
Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed 
by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test 
and approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will. 
ROMANS 12:2 (NIV) 
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RESOURCES Sample Meeting Schedule
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SAMPLE MEETING SCHEDULE

All groups are expected to develop a routine that best fits their 
group’s culture and community. We simply ask that leaders have an 
established expectation at each meeting. Here is a suggested order 
for gatherings that will ensure members get the most out of their time 
together. Groups should make it a habit to start and end on time to be 
respectful of everyone’s schedules.

GROUP SCHEDULE

Refreshments (10 min)
Members may take turns bringing light refreshments. This is a way 
for members to “break bread” before the group time begins. 
Be sure to establish a routine that makes it clear when the meeting 
is ready to officially begin.

Group Sharing (15-30 min)
Once the meeting starts, share prayer requests 
and update one another on life events.

Opening Prayer (5 min)
Keep this prayer short and simple to ensure time for  
more in-depth prayer at the end.

Study Discussion (45 min)
Discuss Sunday’s sermon and the sermon-based group study with 
members. Additional resources can be found on the Small Groups
Ministry webpage.

Prayer (15-30 min)
Pray as a large group, or break into smaller groups of 2-3 people. 

Sample Meeting Schedule

DID YOU KNOW?
The average wait time for someone to answer 

a question is 6-10 seconds. Hang in there!



54

The First Meeting

WHAT MAKES A SUCCESSFUL FIRST MEETING?
Kick off your small group by focusing on three keys. 

1. Keep it relational.
The most important goal for the first week is to set up the relational 
feel. This is what sets small groups apart from classes and other 
meetings. Here’s what it might sound like:

• Tell us your name, how long you’ve lived in this community, 
   and one hobby or passion. 
• Share one of your favorite things about Grace Church. 
• Share your favorite local restaurant that you’d recommend. 

2. Cast a clear vision.
The first week is your chance to cast a clear and compelling vision 
about what group members can expect their group experience to be. 
Here’s what it might sound like:

• Everything shared in this group stays here—it’s all confidential. 
• The goal is for everyone to be heard in this group,  
    and for no one person to dominate. 
• When people share, we listen without judging, criticizing,  
   or giving advice. 
• We commit to pray for each other. 

3. Find balance.
Be sure to end on time (or a little early) the first week to set up the 
expectation that they’ll start and end on time. It’s really okay to not 
even touch the study the first night. Instead, you can focus on 
introductions, icebreakers, guidelines, and sampling the sermon-based 
group study.

Complete Source: Moss, Carter. “What Makes a Successful First Meeting?” 
Small Groups, www.smallgroups.com/articles/2016/what-makes-successful-first-meeting.
html?paging=off. Accessed 28 Aug. 2017.

Sample Membership Covenant
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The First Meeting

SMALL GROUP MEMBERSHIP COVENANT

Time Commitment
This quarter I will commit to meeting ____ weeks.
(Some groups may meet 9 – 12 weeks depending on their start date.)

 
Role Identification
In order for small groups to function well, all members, 
including the leaders, should be mindful of their tendencies. 
Research indicates that groups are generally composed 
of 8 types of people. 

 
Which role below best describes you?
From 1-5 ( 1= not at all; 5= definitely me)

 
____ The Talker: Do you find it necessary to fill the silence?  

____ The Derailer: Are your thoughts generally scattered?

____ The Problem-Solver: Do you often find solutions to all scenarios?

____ The Shy One: Are you generally quiet and reserved?

____ The Listening Contributor: Do you listen and then contribute?

____ The Theologian: Are you known for your Biblical knowledge?

____ The Emotional One: Are you too comfortable sharing your feelings?

____ The Unbeliever: Are you exploring the Christian faith?
 

THINGS TO CONSIDER
1.  How many role types are present in your group? 
2.  What can you do to ensure that the group contributes 
      and respects all individuals?

3. What are your personal strengths and weaknesses?

Sample Membership Covenant
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Prayer Activities

Standing on the Word
I have hidden your word in my heart that I might not sin against you. 
PSALM 119:11 (NIV)

There is power in praying Scripture aloud. 
Choose Bible verses that you want and need to stand on (live by) 
today. You may choose from the list provided or from your own study.
When ready, take turns standing up as many times as you want and 
need saying: "Today, I stand on the truth of..." followed by your verse.  
Personalize the verse.  (i.e. Proverbs 3:5-6,

“I will trust in the Lord with all my heart and lean not on my own 
understanding; in all my ways I will submit to him, and he will make 
my paths straight.”

Praying with the Word
Begin or end your group time with Scripture as prayer. 
Provide a printed copy of different Bible verses. Choose someone to 
read the verses aloud and say a prayer of application between each 
verse. Variation: Open up the floor for members to pray as they feel 
led by the Spirit.

Take this time to come 
before the Lord in response. 
Enter into a time of prayer
through Scripture
and thanksgiving.

Prayer Activities
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Take this time to come 
before the Lord in response. 
Enter into a time of prayer
through Scripture
and thanksgiving.

Prayer Activities

Thanksgiving
Let us come before him with thanksgiving and extol him 
with music and song. PSALM 95:2 (NIV)

What can you celebrate today?
In what ways is God working in your life and the lives of those 
entrusted to you? Take turns sharing these aloud. Your thanksgiving 
may give hope to someone else. Be bold! Share. 
“Lord, today I thank you for…”

Popcorn Prayer 
Begin prayer and allow members to join in the prayer as they feel
led by the Spirit. End the prayer once you hear a long silence.

Sticky-Note Prayer 
Collect sticky-notes with prayer requests from members at  
the beginning. Place them in a logical order and pray aloud 
for each note at the end of your time together. 
Variation: Allow volunteer members to pray as well. 

ACTS Chart 
Allow members to create a prayer in a four quadrant chart under 
each category: Adoration, Confession, Thanksgiving, and Supplication. 
Play an instrumental hymn to allow members to pray in a journal 
format. The hymn will help provide a timer.

Adoration Confession Thanksgiving Supplication
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Praying through the Psalms

Use the Psalms to acknowledge God’s role in your life.                “Lord, your Word says... and as a result I...”

In peace I will lie down and sleep, for you alone, 
Lord, make me dwell in safety.

Keep me as the apple of your eye, 
hide me under the shadow of your wings.

...let me know how fleeting my life is.

My soul thirsts for God, for the living God. 
When can I go and meet with God?

God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble.

Create in me a pure heart, O God,
and renew a steadfast spirit within me.

Restore to me the joy of your salvation 
and grant me a willing spirit, to sustain me.

I will praise God’s name in song 
and glorify him with thanksgiving.

For he will command his angels concerning you 
to guard you in all your ways.

Enter his gates with thanksgiving and his courts with praise; 
give thanks to him and praise his name.

How great are your works, Lord, how profound your thoughts!

I will sing of the Lord’s great love forever; with my mouth 
I will make your faithfulness known through all generations.

You, God, are my God, earnestly I seek you; 
I thirst for you, my whole being longs for you, 

in a dry and parched land where there is no water.

O taste and see that the Lord is good.

The Lord is my strength and my shield.

The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want.

4:8

17:8

23:1 

28:7

34:8

39:4

42:2

46:1

51:10

51:12

63:1

69:30

89:1

91:11

92:5

100:4

PSALMS

Praying through the Psalms
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Use the Psalms to acknowledge God’s role in your life.                “Lord, your Word says... and as a result I...”

Truly I am your servant, Lord; I serve you just as my mother did; 
you have freed me from my chains.

The Lord has done it this very day; let us rejoice and be glad.

Turn my heart toward your statutes and not toward selfish gain.

I will walk about in freedom, for I have sought out your precepts.

My comfort in my suffering is this: Your promise preserves my life.

I have suffered much; preserve my life, Lord, 
according to your word.

the Lord will watch over your coming and going 
both now and forevermore.

I lift up my eyes to the mountains—where does my help come from? 
My help comes from the Lord, the Maker of heaven and earth.

But the Lord is righteous; he has cut me free 
from the cords of the wicked.

You have searched me, Lord, and you know me.

You know when I sit and when I rise; 
you perceive my thoughts from afar.

Where can I go from your Spirit? 
Where can I flee from your presence?

How precious to me are your thoughts, God! 
How vast is the sum of them!

See if there is any offensive way in me, 
and lead me in the way everlasting.

He grants peace to your borders 
and satisfies you with the finest of wheat.

Search me, God, and know my heart; 
test me and know my anxious thoughts.

116:16

118:24 

119:36

119:45

119:50

119:107

121:1-2

121:8

129:4

139:1

139:2

139:7

139:17

139:23

139:24

147:14

Praying through the Psalms
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A fitting icebreaker can 
help create connections, 
calm nerves, and start
your gathering off with
a little laughter.

Check-In & Check-Out 
Before discussing the group study, members form a circle 
or multiple circles and in 30 secs or less share the answer to a  
specific question. Check-In/Check-Out Example: Share your   
name, a word to describe how you feel, and a goal for your week.

Introduce a Member’s Non-Obvious Trait 
Members partner up and are tasked with learning one thing  
about the other person that is not obvious by looking at them. 
Then, they introduce the other member to the larger group.

Cross the Line
Create a visible or imaginary line in the room. Read a statement,
and have members cross the line if they agree/disagree, or identify 
with a shared experience.

4 Questions by Myers-Briggs 
Ask each question, and have everyone answer before asking 
the next one. Have everyone look up their personality on 
16personalities.com and read their strengths to the group. 
apejet.org/sites/four_question_myers_briggs

Theme Song 
If you were the star of a show, what song would be your theme song? 
Bonus: Would genre would your show be (drama, comedy, reality, 
documentary, etc.)?

Icebreakers
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A fitting icebreaker can 
help create connections, 
calm nerves, and start
your gathering off with
a little laughter.

Icebreakers

Theme Verse 
In a collection of biographies of great people, there is a chapter 
about you. What Bible verse would be quoted in the heading 
of your chapter?

Random Scenarios  
Premake some slips of paper with good and bad scenarios written 
or printed on them. Members will take turns selecting a scenario 
and sharing how they would react.

• You won a raffle you don’t remember entering. 
   What did you win?

• Your child comes home and announces, “Can we keep him?” 
   What did he find?

• Headline: “Clevelander’s dream comes true!” 
   Give us the first paragraph of the article.

• Your boss brings you into her office. “We need to talk.” 
   What does she say?

• The phone rings in the middle of the night. It’s the police. 
   What happened?

• You’re stopped at a light. Screech! Bang! 
   You’re not hurt, but what’s your first thought?                     

Icebreakers
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LIFE APPLICATION 
[  ] 4. [Smaller Groups] Looking back at #4 in the message notes, read 
through all of the “one another” passages.  

• Which of these are the hardest for you to live out in community? 
• Which ones are the easiest for you to do? 
• As a small group, how might you help each other grow in areas of 

weakness?   
 
[  ] 5. If living in community was easy, most of us would choose to do life 
together. But because living life together can be complicated and even 
difficult, sometimes we tend to “go it alone.” Read Acts 2:42-47 and then 
look up the definition of “devoted.”  

• Do you think it was always easy for these first followers of Jesus to 
be in everyday community with each other? 

• In this passage, what areas of early church life do you see that 
may have caused tension between them? 

• Why do you think it is essential to be “devoted” to one another if 
we desire to be used by God to reach the world for Him? 
 

GOING DEEPER 
[   ] 6. Review Christ’s example of His expanding circle of relationships. 
First: God the Father; second: Peter, James and John, His intimate 3; 
third: His 12 disciples; next: 72 sent-out ones (Luke 10:1-12;) and finally: 
3000 believed and were baptized (Acts 2:41.) 

a) Think about who you run to first with exciting news or your 
toughest trials. Is your most intimate relationship the one you have 
with God? 

b) Do you have an intimate few that you can share your greatest joys, 
as well as your deepest hurts? These also are the ones you can 
trust to hold you accountable.  

c) Can you say that you have a group of friends with which to live out 
Acts 2:42? Ideally, your small group should function this way.  

d) How might you act on the example found in Luke 10 to be sent out 
with other followers of Jesus to fulfill the Great Commission? 

 
TAKE ACTION STEPS: This week, take inventory of your 
relationship circles. Ask God to show you who should fill those circles and 
how to invest in the friendships that you already have. 

Individualism to Friendship 
Relationships Matter (Part 6 of 8) 

Acts 2:42-47    Pastor Scott Lessing    June 2, 2019 
 
1. God’s original design: To be in relationship  

a. With God: 
i. God is a God of relationship; we have been designed in His 

image.  We were designed for relationship. (Gen. 1-2) 
ii. Mankind’s original sin resulted in a broken relationship with God 

and mankind. (Gen. 3) 
iii. Jesus came to restore us and to reconcile us with God. 
iv. In Christ, we are friends with the living God. (John 15:15) 

b. With others: 
i. Jesus came to restore relationship with other people as well. 

(Matthew 22:37-40; John 15:16-17) 
ii. "The person who loves their dream of community will destroy 

the community, but the person who loves those around them 
will create community." — Dietrich Bonhoeffer 

2. How did Jesus do friendship? 
a. Jesus spent three years primarily with twelve people. (John 3:22) 
b. Jesus had deep friendships with God the Father and with others: 

i. 1, 3, 12, 72, 3000 
c. The twelve modeled what Jesus lived:  Loving God, loving others. 
d. This is what turned the world upside down! (Acts 17:6) 

3. God’s design for the church: To be in community 
a. Acts 2:42-47 
b. They were devoted. They loved deeply and were loyal to: 

i. The Apostles’ Teaching 
ii. Gathering frequently - Koinonia: participating in those things we 

have in common 
iii. Ate meals together 
iv. Prayed fervently together 

1. Acts 2:46; Acts 4:31 (They were filled.) 
c. Acts 4:16 

i. “We can’t deny that they have performed a miraculous sign, and 
everyone in Jerusalem knows about it.” 

ii. The Lord added to their number daily those who were being 
saved! 

Sermon Notes Sample

4. How do we live this out?  
a. The “one another” passages. 
b. These form the foundation for our expectations of deep friendship 

and Koinonia (those things we have in common). 
i. Love one another/serve one another (Gal 5:13; 1 Pet 1:22) 
ii. Encourage one another/build up one another (1 Thess 5:11) 
iii. Confess your sins to/pray for one another (James 5:16) 
iv. Be kind, tenderhearted, and forgiving to each other (Eph. 4:32) 
v. Be gentle, humble, and patient toward one another (Eph. 4:2) 
vi. Accept one another (Romans 15:7) 
vii. Be of the same mindset toward one another (Rom. 12:16) 
viii. Bear one another’s burdens (Gal. 6:2) 

c. We have to get out of the kayak and pray about which river raft to 
jump into.  Check out our website for available small groups to join. 

d. Ephesians 4:1-3, “I urge you to live a life worthy of the calling you 
have.”  

5. Dangers ahead 
a. Dangers of individualism/going it alone: 

i. Solomon 
b. Fear: 

i. Fear of failure 
ii. Fear of rejection 
iii. Fear of loss of control 
iv. Fear of commitment 

c. God designed us to love and to be in relationship… with the 
Creator of our souls and with other human beings. 

6. The value of being in the right community 
a. We become more like those we are with. 

i. Proverbs 13:20; 11:14; 27:9  
b. Fly with the Eagles, if you are an Eagle. 

i. Proverbs 12:26; 17:17; Ecclesiastes 4:9-10  
c. The greatest blessing 

i. Fulfill the Great Commission (Matt. 28:19-20) 
ii. Participate with the divine (2 Peter 1:4) 

 
Resources used: 
Hero Maker by Dave Ferguson & Warren Bird 
Members of One Another by Dennis McCallum 

 
 

 
 

Small Group-Study 
Sermon Follow-Up 

 

 

❖ Group Ice Breaker: Looking at each of the following activities; would 
you rather do them alone or with others? (a) See a movie, (b) Attend a 
party, (c) Go shopping, (d) Visit a museum, and (e) Travel.  
 

❖ Group Objective: Though it was God’s original design for people to be 
in relationship, sin resulted in brokenness. God, however, desires to first 
restore our relationship with Him and then to equip us to love others and 
live together in community.  
 

❖ How to Use: Follow-up for personal use or for your group’s discussion. 
Small group leaders generally choose the questions they feel are most 
applicable for their group. Not all questions may be covered in the allotted 
time. Enjoy!  
 
 

REVIEW & WARM-UP  
[   ] 1. Thinking back on your notes from the week’s sermon, what was 
something that: you heard for the first time, caught your attention, or 
challenged you? Question Modification: What comes to mind when 
reading the sermon title? 
 
 
[   ] 2. In Genesis, we see God planned for people to be in relationship. 
How do you see that intention in each of the following passages? 
    u Genesis 1:26-28     u Genesis 2:7  u Genesis 2:18-22 
    u Genesis 2:23-24     u Genesis 3:6  u Genesis 3:8 
 
 
[   ] 3.  In both Matthew 22:37-40 and John 15:16-17 we read that God 
commands us to love Him and to love others. If we are made for 
relationships, why does He have to command us to love? Why do you 
think it is not our default to love others?  
 
 

Visit gracecma.churchcenter.com/groups to find a small group! 
  

Sermon Notes Sample
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LIFE APPLICATION 
[  ] 4. [Smaller Groups] Looking back at #4 in the message notes, read 
through all of the “one another” passages.  

• Which of these are the hardest for you to live out in community? 
• Which ones are the easiest for you to do? 
• As a small group, how might you help each other grow in areas of 

weakness?   
 
[  ] 5. If living in community was easy, most of us would choose to do life 
together. But because living life together can be complicated and even 
difficult, sometimes we tend to “go it alone.” Read Acts 2:42-47 and then 
look up the definition of “devoted.”  

• Do you think it was always easy for these first followers of Jesus to 
be in everyday community with each other? 

• In this passage, what areas of early church life do you see that 
may have caused tension between them? 

• Why do you think it is essential to be “devoted” to one another if 
we desire to be used by God to reach the world for Him? 
 

GOING DEEPER 
[   ] 6. Review Christ’s example of His expanding circle of relationships. 
First: God the Father; second: Peter, James and John, His intimate 3; 
third: His 12 disciples; next: 72 sent-out ones (Luke 10:1-12;) and finally: 
3000 believed and were baptized (Acts 2:41.) 

a) Think about who you run to first with exciting news or your 
toughest trials. Is your most intimate relationship the one you have 
with God? 

b) Do you have an intimate few that you can share your greatest joys, 
as well as your deepest hurts? These also are the ones you can 
trust to hold you accountable.  

c) Can you say that you have a group of friends with which to live out 
Acts 2:42? Ideally, your small group should function this way.  

d) How might you act on the example found in Luke 10 to be sent out 
with other followers of Jesus to fulfill the Great Commission? 

 
TAKE ACTION STEPS: This week, take inventory of your 
relationship circles. Ask God to show you who should fill those circles and 
how to invest in the friendships that you already have. 

Individualism to Friendship 
Relationships Matter (Part 6 of 8) 

Acts 2:42-47    Pastor Scott Lessing    June 2, 2019 
 
1. God’s original design: To be in relationship  

a. With God: 
i. God is a God of relationship; we have been designed in His 

image.  We were designed for relationship. (Gen. 1-2) 
ii. Mankind’s original sin resulted in a broken relationship with God 

and mankind. (Gen. 3) 
iii. Jesus came to restore us and to reconcile us with God. 
iv. In Christ, we are friends with the living God. (John 15:15) 

b. With others: 
i. Jesus came to restore relationship with other people as well. 

(Matthew 22:37-40; John 15:16-17) 
ii. "The person who loves their dream of community will destroy 

the community, but the person who loves those around them 
will create community." — Dietrich Bonhoeffer 

2. How did Jesus do friendship? 
a. Jesus spent three years primarily with twelve people. (John 3:22) 
b. Jesus had deep friendships with God the Father and with others: 

i. 1, 3, 12, 72, 3000 
c. The twelve modeled what Jesus lived:  Loving God, loving others. 
d. This is what turned the world upside down! (Acts 17:6) 

3. God’s design for the church: To be in community 
a. Acts 2:42-47 
b. They were devoted. They loved deeply and were loyal to: 

i. The Apostles’ Teaching 
ii. Gathering frequently - Koinonia: participating in those things we 

have in common 
iii. Ate meals together 
iv. Prayed fervently together 

1. Acts 2:46; Acts 4:31 (They were filled.) 
c. Acts 4:16 

i. “We can’t deny that they have performed a miraculous sign, and 
everyone in Jerusalem knows about it.” 

ii. The Lord added to their number daily those who were being 
saved! 
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4. How do we live this out?  
a. The “one another” passages. 
b. These form the foundation for our expectations of deep friendship 

and Koinonia (those things we have in common). 
i. Love one another/serve one another (Gal 5:13; 1 Pet 1:22) 
ii. Encourage one another/build up one another (1 Thess 5:11) 
iii. Confess your sins to/pray for one another (James 5:16) 
iv. Be kind, tenderhearted, and forgiving to each other (Eph. 4:32) 
v. Be gentle, humble, and patient toward one another (Eph. 4:2) 
vi. Accept one another (Romans 15:7) 
vii. Be of the same mindset toward one another (Rom. 12:16) 
viii. Bear one another’s burdens (Gal. 6:2) 

c. We have to get out of the kayak and pray about which river raft to 
jump into.  Check out our website for available small groups to join. 

d. Ephesians 4:1-3, “I urge you to live a life worthy of the calling you 
have.”  

5. Dangers ahead 
a. Dangers of individualism/going it alone: 

i. Solomon 
b. Fear: 

i. Fear of failure 
ii. Fear of rejection 
iii. Fear of loss of control 
iv. Fear of commitment 

c. God designed us to love and to be in relationship… with the 
Creator of our souls and with other human beings. 

6. The value of being in the right community 
a. We become more like those we are with. 

i. Proverbs 13:20; 11:14; 27:9  
b. Fly with the Eagles, if you are an Eagle. 

i. Proverbs 12:26; 17:17; Ecclesiastes 4:9-10  
c. The greatest blessing 

i. Fulfill the Great Commission (Matt. 28:19-20) 
ii. Participate with the divine (2 Peter 1:4) 

 
Resources used: 
Hero Maker by Dave Ferguson & Warren Bird 
Members of One Another by Dennis McCallum 

 
 

 
 

Small Group-Study 
Sermon Follow-Up 

 

 

❖ Group Ice Breaker: Looking at each of the following activities; would 
you rather do them alone or with others? (a) See a movie, (b) Attend a 
party, (c) Go shopping, (d) Visit a museum, and (e) Travel.  
 

❖ Group Objective: Though it was God’s original design for people to be 
in relationship, sin resulted in brokenness. God, however, desires to first 
restore our relationship with Him and then to equip us to love others and 
live together in community.  
 

❖ How to Use: Follow-up for personal use or for your group’s discussion. 
Small group leaders generally choose the questions they feel are most 
applicable for their group. Not all questions may be covered in the allotted 
time. Enjoy!  
 
 

REVIEW & WARM-UP  
[   ] 1. Thinking back on your notes from the week’s sermon, what was 
something that: you heard for the first time, caught your attention, or 
challenged you? Question Modification: What comes to mind when 
reading the sermon title? 
 
 
[   ] 2. In Genesis, we see God planned for people to be in relationship. 
How do you see that intention in each of the following passages? 
    u Genesis 1:26-28     u Genesis 2:7  u Genesis 2:18-22 
    u Genesis 2:23-24     u Genesis 3:6  u Genesis 3:8 
 
 
[   ] 3.  In both Matthew 22:37-40 and John 15:16-17 we read that God 
commands us to love Him and to love others. If we are made for 
relationships, why does He have to command us to love? Why do you 
think it is not our default to love others?  
 
 

Visit gracecma.churchcenter.com/groups to find a small group! 
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4. How do we live this out?  
a. The “one another” passages. 
b. These form the foundation for our expectations of deep friendship 

and Koinonia (those things we have in common). 
i. Love one another/serve one another (Gal 5:13; 1 Pet 1:22) 
ii. Encourage one another/build up one another (1 Thess 5:11) 
iii. Confess your sins to/pray for one another (James 5:16) 
iv. Be kind, tenderhearted, and forgiving to each other (Eph. 4:32) 
v. Be gentle, humble, and patient toward one another (Eph. 4:2) 
vi. Accept one another (Romans 15:7) 
vii. Be of the same mindset toward one another (Rom. 12:16) 
viii. Bear one another’s burdens (Gal. 6:2) 

c. We have to get out of the kayak and pray about which river raft to 
jump into.  Check out our website for available small groups to join. 

d. Ephesians 4:1-3, “I urge you to live a life worthy of the calling you 
have.”  

5. Dangers ahead 
a. Dangers of individualism/going it alone: 

i. Solomon 
b. Fear: 

i. Fear of failure 
ii. Fear of rejection 
iii. Fear of loss of control 
iv. Fear of commitment 

c. God designed us to love and to be in relationship… with the 
Creator of our souls and with other human beings. 

6. The value of being in the right community 
a. We become more like those we are with. 

i. Proverbs 13:20; 11:14; 27:9  
b. Fly with the Eagles, if you are an Eagle. 

i. Proverbs 12:26; 17:17; Ecclesiastes 4:9-10  
c. The greatest blessing 

i. Fulfill the Great Commission (Matt. 28:19-20) 
ii. Participate with the divine (2 Peter 1:4) 

 
Resources used: 
Hero Maker by Dave Ferguson & Warren Bird 
Members of One Another by Dennis McCallum 

 
 

 
 

Small Group-Study 
Sermon Follow-Up 

 

 

❖ Group Ice Breaker: Looking at each of the following activities; would 
you rather do them alone or with others? (a) See a movie, (b) Attend a 
party, (c) Go shopping, (d) Visit a museum, and (e) Travel.  
 

❖ Group Objective: Though it was God’s original design for people to be 
in relationship, sin resulted in brokenness. God, however, desires to first 
restore our relationship with Him and then to equip us to love others and 
live together in community.  
 

❖ How to Use: Follow-up for personal use or for your group’s discussion. 
Small group leaders generally choose the questions they feel are most 
applicable for their group. Not all questions may be covered in the allotted 
time. Enjoy!  
 
 

REVIEW & WARM-UP  
[   ] 1. Thinking back on your notes from the week’s sermon, what was 
something that: you heard for the first time, caught your attention, or 
challenged you? Question Modification: What comes to mind when 
reading the sermon title? 
 
 
[   ] 2. In Genesis, we see God planned for people to be in relationship. 
How do you see that intention in each of the following passages? 
    u Genesis 1:26-28     u Genesis 2:7  u Genesis 2:18-22 
    u Genesis 2:23-24     u Genesis 3:6  u Genesis 3:8 
 
 
[   ] 3.  In both Matthew 22:37-40 and John 15:16-17 we read that God 
commands us to love Him and to love others. If we are made for 
relationships, why does He have to command us to love? Why do you 
think it is not our default to love others?  
 
 

Visit gracecma.churchcenter.com/groups to find a small group! 
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LIFE APPLICATION 
[  ] 4. [Smaller Groups] Looking back at #4 in the message notes, read 
through all of the “one another” passages.  

• Which of these are the hardest for you to live out in community? 
• Which ones are the easiest for you to do? 
• As a small group, how might you help each other grow in areas of 

weakness?   
 
[  ] 5. If living in community was easy, most of us would choose to do life 
together. But because living life together can be complicated and even 
difficult, sometimes we tend to “go it alone.” Read Acts 2:42-47 and then 
look up the definition of “devoted.”  

• Do you think it was always easy for these first followers of Jesus to 
be in everyday community with each other? 

• In this passage, what areas of early church life do you see that 
may have caused tension between them? 

• Why do you think it is essential to be “devoted” to one another if 
we desire to be used by God to reach the world for Him? 
 

GOING DEEPER 
[   ] 6. Review Christ’s example of His expanding circle of relationships. 
First: God the Father; second: Peter, James and John, His intimate 3; 
third: His 12 disciples; next: 72 sent-out ones (Luke 10:1-12;) and finally: 
3000 believed and were baptized (Acts 2:41.) 

a) Think about who you run to first with exciting news or your 
toughest trials. Is your most intimate relationship the one you have 
with God? 

b) Do you have an intimate few that you can share your greatest joys, 
as well as your deepest hurts? These also are the ones you can 
trust to hold you accountable.  

c) Can you say that you have a group of friends with which to live out 
Acts 2:42? Ideally, your small group should function this way.  

d) How might you act on the example found in Luke 10 to be sent out 
with other followers of Jesus to fulfill the Great Commission? 

 
TAKE ACTION STEPS: This week, take inventory of your 
relationship circles. Ask God to show you who should fill those circles and 
how to invest in the friendships that you already have. 

Individualism to Friendship 
Relationships Matter (Part 6 of 8) 

Acts 2:42-47    Pastor Scott Lessing    June 2, 2019 
 
1. God’s original design: To be in relationship  

a. With God: 
i. God is a God of relationship; we have been designed in His 

image.  We were designed for relationship. (Gen. 1-2) 
ii. Mankind’s original sin resulted in a broken relationship with God 

and mankind. (Gen. 3) 
iii. Jesus came to restore us and to reconcile us with God. 
iv. In Christ, we are friends with the living God. (John 15:15) 

b. With others: 
i. Jesus came to restore relationship with other people as well. 

(Matthew 22:37-40; John 15:16-17) 
ii. "The person who loves their dream of community will destroy 

the community, but the person who loves those around them 
will create community." — Dietrich Bonhoeffer 

2. How did Jesus do friendship? 
a. Jesus spent three years primarily with twelve people. (John 3:22) 
b. Jesus had deep friendships with God the Father and with others: 

i. 1, 3, 12, 72, 3000 
c. The twelve modeled what Jesus lived:  Loving God, loving others. 
d. This is what turned the world upside down! (Acts 17:6) 

3. God’s design for the church: To be in community 
a. Acts 2:42-47 
b. They were devoted. They loved deeply and were loyal to: 

i. The Apostles’ Teaching 
ii. Gathering frequently - Koinonia: participating in those things we 

have in common 
iii. Ate meals together 
iv. Prayed fervently together 

1. Acts 2:46; Acts 4:31 (They were filled.) 
c. Acts 4:16 

i. “We can’t deny that they have performed a miraculous sign, and 
everyone in Jerusalem knows about it.” 

ii. The Lord added to their number daily those who were being 
saved! 
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4. How do we live this out?  
a. The “one another” passages. 
b. These form the foundation for our expectations of deep friendship 

and Koinonia (those things we have in common). 
i. Love one another/serve one another (Gal 5:13; 1 Pet 1:22) 
ii. Encourage one another/build up one another (1 Thess 5:11) 
iii. Confess your sins to/pray for one another (James 5:16) 
iv. Be kind, tenderhearted, and forgiving to each other (Eph. 4:32) 
v. Be gentle, humble, and patient toward one another (Eph. 4:2) 
vi. Accept one another (Romans 15:7) 
vii. Be of the same mindset toward one another (Rom. 12:16) 
viii. Bear one another’s burdens (Gal. 6:2) 

c. We have to get out of the kayak and pray about which river raft to 
jump into.  Check out our website for available small groups to join. 

d. Ephesians 4:1-3, “I urge you to live a life worthy of the calling you 
have.”  

5. Dangers ahead 
a. Dangers of individualism/going it alone: 

i. Solomon 
b. Fear: 

i. Fear of failure 
ii. Fear of rejection 
iii. Fear of loss of control 
iv. Fear of commitment 

c. God designed us to love and to be in relationship… with the 
Creator of our souls and with other human beings. 

6. The value of being in the right community 
a. We become more like those we are with. 

i. Proverbs 13:20; 11:14; 27:9  
b. Fly with the Eagles, if you are an Eagle. 

i. Proverbs 12:26; 17:17; Ecclesiastes 4:9-10  
c. The greatest blessing 

i. Fulfill the Great Commission (Matt. 28:19-20) 
ii. Participate with the divine (2 Peter 1:4) 

 
Resources used: 
Hero Maker by Dave Ferguson & Warren Bird 
Members of One Another by Dennis McCallum 

 
 

 
 

Small Group-Study 
Sermon Follow-Up 

 

 

❖ Group Ice Breaker: Looking at each of the following activities; would 
you rather do them alone or with others? (a) See a movie, (b) Attend a 
party, (c) Go shopping, (d) Visit a museum, and (e) Travel.  
 

❖ Group Objective: Though it was God’s original design for people to be 
in relationship, sin resulted in brokenness. God, however, desires to first 
restore our relationship with Him and then to equip us to love others and 
live together in community.  
 

❖ How to Use: Follow-up for personal use or for your group’s discussion. 
Small group leaders generally choose the questions they feel are most 
applicable for their group. Not all questions may be covered in the allotted 
time. Enjoy!  
 
 

REVIEW & WARM-UP  
[   ] 1. Thinking back on your notes from the week’s sermon, what was 
something that: you heard for the first time, caught your attention, or 
challenged you? Question Modification: What comes to mind when 
reading the sermon title? 
 
 
[   ] 2. In Genesis, we see God planned for people to be in relationship. 
How do you see that intention in each of the following passages? 
    u Genesis 1:26-28     u Genesis 2:7  u Genesis 2:18-22 
    u Genesis 2:23-24     u Genesis 3:6  u Genesis 3:8 
 
 
[   ] 3.  In both Matthew 22:37-40 and John 15:16-17 we read that God 
commands us to love Him and to love others. If we are made for 
relationships, why does He have to command us to love? Why do you 
think it is not our default to love others?  
 
 

Visit gracecma.churchcenter.com/groups to find a small group! 
  

Group Study Sample

LIFE APPLICATION 
[  ] 4. [Smaller Groups] Looking back at #4 in the message notes, read 
through all of the “one another” passages.  

• Which of these are the hardest for you to live out in community? 
• Which ones are the easiest for you to do? 
• As a small group, how might you help each other grow in areas of 

weakness?   
 
[  ] 5. If living in community was easy, most of us would choose to do life 
together. But because living life together can be complicated and even 
difficult, sometimes we tend to “go it alone.” Read Acts 2:42-47 and then 
look up the definition of “devoted.”  

• Do you think it was always easy for these first followers of Jesus to 
be in everyday community with each other? 

• In this passage, what areas of early church life do you see that 
may have caused tension between them? 

• Why do you think it is essential to be “devoted” to one another if 
we desire to be used by God to reach the world for Him? 
 

GOING DEEPER 
[   ] 6. Review Christ’s example of His expanding circle of relationships. 
First: God the Father; second: Peter, James and John, His intimate 3; 
third: His 12 disciples; next: 72 sent-out ones (Luke 10:1-12;) and finally: 
3000 believed and were baptized (Acts 2:41.) 

a) Think about who you run to first with exciting news or your 
toughest trials. Is your most intimate relationship the one you have 
with God? 

b) Do you have an intimate few that you can share your greatest joys, 
as well as your deepest hurts? These also are the ones you can 
trust to hold you accountable.  

c) Can you say that you have a group of friends with which to live out 
Acts 2:42? Ideally, your small group should function this way.  

d) How might you act on the example found in Luke 10 to be sent out 
with other followers of Jesus to fulfill the Great Commission? 

 
TAKE ACTION STEPS: This week, take inventory of your 
relationship circles. Ask God to show you who should fill those circles and 
how to invest in the friendships that you already have. 

Individualism to Friendship 
Relationships Matter (Part 6 of 8) 

Acts 2:42-47    Pastor Scott Lessing    June 2, 2019 
 
1. God’s original design: To be in relationship  

a. With God: 
i. God is a God of relationship; we have been designed in His 

image.  We were designed for relationship. (Gen. 1-2) 
ii. Mankind’s original sin resulted in a broken relationship with God 

and mankind. (Gen. 3) 
iii. Jesus came to restore us and to reconcile us with God. 
iv. In Christ, we are friends with the living God. (John 15:15) 

b. With others: 
i. Jesus came to restore relationship with other people as well. 

(Matthew 22:37-40; John 15:16-17) 
ii. "The person who loves their dream of community will destroy 

the community, but the person who loves those around them 
will create community." — Dietrich Bonhoeffer 

2. How did Jesus do friendship? 
a. Jesus spent three years primarily with twelve people. (John 3:22) 
b. Jesus had deep friendships with God the Father and with others: 

i. 1, 3, 12, 72, 3000 
c. The twelve modeled what Jesus lived:  Loving God, loving others. 
d. This is what turned the world upside down! (Acts 17:6) 

3. God’s design for the church: To be in community 
a. Acts 2:42-47 
b. They were devoted. They loved deeply and were loyal to: 

i. The Apostles’ Teaching 
ii. Gathering frequently - Koinonia: participating in those things we 

have in common 
iii. Ate meals together 
iv. Prayed fervently together 

1. Acts 2:46; Acts 4:31 (They were filled.) 
c. Acts 4:16 

i. “We can’t deny that they have performed a miraculous sign, and 
everyone in Jerusalem knows about it.” 

ii. The Lord added to their number daily those who were being 
saved! 
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