
“But Jesus called them to him, saying, 
‘Let the children come to me, and do not 

hinder them; for to such belongs 
the kingdom of God.’”

Luke 18:16

CHILD  DEDICATIONS 
at GRACE CHURCH

As a church, we desire to help you succeed in this 
parenting journey.  It is one of life’s great privileges, 
and we’re asking the Lord to give you all the love, 
strength, and wisdom you need as you welcome this 
child into your family!

OUR PRAYER FOR YOU

Parents that are dedicating a child are asked to attend 
a one-hour class taught by Pastor Shawn and Ally 
Brennan. At the baby dedication class we will have 
the necessary paperwork for the dedication service and 
we will discuss the difference between baby dedication 
and infant baptism and present some early childhood 
parenting strategies. 

Times and locations for upcoming dedications and 
classes (usually five times each year) can be found online 
on the event calendar at www.gracecma.org.  
Registration for child dedications can be found here:
 http://gracecma.org/connect/marriage/child-dedications

7393 Pearl road   
Middleburg HeigHts, oH

440.243.4885  



As parents, you begin by publicly 
acknowledging your personal 
relationship with Jesus Christ. As you 
present your child to God before 
your church family, you are affirming 
that he or she belongs to God and 
has been born to experience His love 
and to serve Him.  We believe that 
the Lord has special plans for your 
child and wants each one to make a 
difference in the world.  

You are committing, as Christian parents, to teach the 
truths of God’s Word in your home and participate in 
regular worship with your children. You are also committing 
to be a Christ-like example and seek to lead your children 
to a personal faith in Christ as soon as they are ready.

WHAT KIND OF COMMITMENT AM I MAKING?

WHY WE DO NOT BAPTIZE INFANTS AT GRACE?

At Grace, we believe that baptism is a public confession 
of faith in Christ, done in obedience to His command, 
and is a picture of what salvation means. Baptism is very 
important because Christ commanded it (Matthew 28:19). 
Christ himself was baptized (Matthew 3:16) and therefore we 
follow his example. Biblically, baptism is an event where a 
believer publicly declares their faith in Jesus Christ as their Savior. 
When the believer is baptized, they identify themselves with Christ’s 
death, burial and resurrection (Romans 6:3-4). They also identify 
themselves with Christ’s church (1 Corinthians 12:13) relating 
themselves with other Christians. 

We do not baptize infants due to the fact that baptism is a 
public confession of personal faith in obedience to Christ not 
made by a parent but by the individual being baptized. 
The clear teaching of Scripture is that all who believe in 
Jesus as Savior and Lord should be baptized in obedience 
to Him.  We respond in faith to the good news about Jesus 
and then demonstrate our allegiance to him in baptism (Acts 
2:41, 8:12, 8:36-38).  It is important to note that there are no 
Biblical examples or commands concerning the baptism of 
infants or unbelieving children of believing parents. 

In the dedication ceremony, parents are asked to live 
out the following commitment and publicly declare the 
following covenant:

CHILD DEDICATION COVENANT
“Will you, as parents entrusted with a precious 
treasure, love and cherish this child as a gift from 
God Himself? By His grace, will you pray, encourage, 
teach, and do everything in your power to help your 
child know and follow the Lord Jesus with all their 
heart?”

The parents’ commitment 
is intended to emphasize the 
essential role a parent plays 
in the life of a child, as they 
commit to use all of their 
influence to encourage the faith of their child.  
The Grace Church family also makes this important 
public declaration during the baby dedication 
ceremony. 

“Will you, as their church family, exercise the gifts 
the Holy Spirit has given you to serve these parents 
and encourage them? By His grace, will you love and 
honor this child as a treasure designed and
 cherished by God?”

The congregation’s covenant reminds the Grace 
Church family that they play an important role in 
the support and encouragement of the child.  The 
Church family can provide a wonderful resource of 
support for the child being dedicated.  

CONGREGATION COVENANT

WHAT IS CHILD DEDICATION?

We believe that children are a gift from God, and 
we want to love them as Jesus did. A dedication 
is a time of joy, when parents acknowledge God’s 
incredible blessing of children as a gift from God 
(Psalm 127:3). 
 It is also a public commitment we make before 
God, our family and our church, expressing publicly 
our desire to lead and spiritually nurture our children 
to love God and others.  

The word “dedication” means “to consecrate” or 
the act of setting apart people or things to serve God. 
Bringing a child before the Lord is not a special formula 
for keeping them from ever experiencing harm or pain. 
It is a commitment that the parents make to do their 
part in raising the child to know the Lord and His Word, 
the Bible.

“Joseph and Mary took Jesus to 
Jerusalem to present Him to the 
Lord. And the child grew and 
became strong; He was filled with 
wisdom, and the grace of God 
was upon Him.” 

Luke 2:22-40; 1 Samuel 1:27-28

This special occasion follows a pattern seen in 
the Bible, when parents recognize that their child 
belongs to God.  We read how ... 

We want to see this blessing to be true for your child, too.

X X

X X


